
The UN Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal 
and the Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM) invite you to the webinar on “The impact  
of COVID-19 on the right to adequate housing – local government perspectives”.  
The webinar takes place on Wednesday 24 June, 15.00-17.00 hrs CEST. 

Local governments are at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19 and housing has 
become a central defence against COVID-19. The webinar will discuss the importance of 
housing adequacy to ensure protection against COVID-19 and focus on challenges faced 
by local and regional governments to ensure access to safe housing, housing affordability 
and to prevent and stop evictions of tenants and homeowners. The discussion will reflect 
on the safety of children, women, older persons and persons with disabilities. 

The webinar will map out potential strategies to counter such impacts at local level.  
To what extent have emergency measures countered the spread of the virus with possible 
unintended discriminatory outcomes? Has there been a reinforced spatial segregation  
in our cities and communities? 

The discussion will inform the forthcoming report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
adequate housing Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal to the UN General Assembly in which he will 
make medium and long term recommendations to States, local and regional governments 
and other stakeholders to ensure the right to adequate and safe housing for all during and 
after the pandemic, to realise Sustainable Development Goal 11, to end homelessness 
and to address widespread lack of security of tenure, housing unaffordability and housing 
inadequacy.

ATTENDEES
Local and regional government officials

WHY JOIN?
The opportunity will be given to share 
emerging good practices at local level to 
protect the rights of tenants, renters and 
home owners, and various groups at risk 
of marginalization, including persons living 
in situation of homelessness, in collective 
housing, institutional settings, or in informal 
settlements and exchanged views on how to 
scale up actions for the creation of adequate 
housing for all. 

REGISTRATION
Complete your registration here. 

The registration will be open until 23 June, 
12.00 hrs CEST. As attendee you will also  
gain access to Slack, a workspace where  
you can find background documentation  
on the webinar, share materials and reports of 
your city and continue the discussion  
after the webinar.

FURTHER READING 
•  Call for input: Covid-19 and the right to 

housing of UN Special Rapporteur Rajagopal. 
•  Op-ed by Mr. Rajagopal in the Washington 

Post: “The Pandemic shows why we need  
to treat housing as a right”, 7 May 2020.

•   COVID-19 guidance notes developed by  
the previous Special Rapporteur on the right 
to adequate housing, Ms. Leilani Farha.

The impact of COVID-19 on 
the right to adequate housing: 
local government perspectives

Follow our social media to stay informed:
 @gpmayors    @globalparliamentofmayors    gpm@denhaag.nl

INVITATION 
24 JUNE 2020
15.00-17.00 HRS CEST

PANELISTS
• Balakrishnan Rajagopal, Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing
• Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim (Germany), Chair of the Global Parliament of Mayors
• Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr, Mayor of Freetown (Sierra Leone), GPM member
•  Natacha Foucard, Chief of the Sustainable Human Development Section, Special Procedures 

Branch, OHCHR
• Lorena Zárate, former President of Habitat International Coalition
•  Sheila Foster, Scott K. Ginsburg Professor of Urban Law and Policy, Georgetown University, 

Co-Chair of the GPM Advisory Committee (moderator)

The panel members will respond to short interventions from local government official from 
Africa, North America, Latin America, Europe and Asia and input from the attendees.

https://gpm628089.typeform.com/to/h3mHmb
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/callCovid19.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/callCovid19.aspx
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/05/07/pandemic-shows-why-we-need-treat-housing-right/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/05/07/pandemic-shows-why-we-need-treat-housing-right/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/COVID19RightToHousing.aspx
https://twitter.com/gpmayors
https://www.facebook.com/globalparliamentofmayors/
mailto:gpm%40denhaag.nl?subject=

