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G7 Ministers for Climate, Energy and Environment Advance Multilevel
Governance by Announcing Historic Commitment for Dialogue with Urban7 on
Subnational Climate Action

20 April 2023

On April 15-16, the G7 Ministers’ Meeting on Climate, Energy and Environment in Sapporo,
Japan concluded with the announcement of the first-ever G7 Roundtable on Subnational
Climate Actions in collaboration with Urban7 (U7) - the voice of local governments at the

G7 process.

In their final Communiqué, the G7 Ministers for Climate, Energy, and Environment
addressed, “the vital role of subnational actors in realizing the transformation toward net-
zero, climate-resilient, circular, and nature positive economies, furthering socioeconomic
opportunities based on local capacity, needs and individual environmental conditions.” The
Ministers committed to, “catalyze support for actions by subnational actors, encourage

sharing best practices and promote city-to-city cooperation.”

Concretely, the Ministers established the G7 Roundtable on Subnational Climate Actions,
as a forum “for G7 members to share national policies and programs promoting
subnational climate actions both domestic and across borders.” The Ministers explicitly
recognized the Urban7 (U7), noting that they “look forward to facilitating a dialogue with
the U7 at the Roundtable.” The outcomes of the Roundtable will be presented to the G20
and at COP28 in Dubai later in the year. The G7 Ministers of Climate, Energy and
Environment also committed to continue to work with G7 ministers responsible for urban

development on net-zero and resilience agendas.

These commitments build on and complement the increasing recognition of sustainable
cities, urbanization and multilevel action in the climate agenda. These include the
recognition of all levels of government in the 2015 Paris Agreement, underlining the need

for multilevel action in the 2021 Glasgow Climate Pact, as well as the convening of the first-
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ever Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change at COP27 in Sharm El Sheikh
in November 2022.

Since its inception in 2021, the U7 has become an important player in the G7 process,
especially with its unprecedented recognition in the final communiqués of several

ministers meetings and the G7 Heads of State in 2022.

Since the beginning of 2023, the U7 has been working closely with the Japanese Ministry
of the Environment to ensure that the voices of cities are included in G7 debates on these
important topics. At the 2023 U7 Mayors Summit held in Tokyo, on March 2, the Urban7
Mayors Declaration 2023 laid out the priorities of the Urban7 Group, which the gathered
mayors presented to Akira Yanagimoto (Parliamentary Vice Minister, Ministry of the

Environment) along with other Ministries.

In Sapporo, the Urban7 was pleased to be represented by Togo Uchida (Executive Director,
ICLEI Japan) and Akiko Saga (Deputy Director-General, JDCMA). They presented the goals
and vision of the U7 at a booth at the welcome reception. There, they discussed the U7
activities and main messages of the Mayors Declaration with national representatives,

including Thérese Coffey, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, UK.

2023 U7 Group Chair and JDCMA President Mayor Kizo Hisamoto (Kobe, Japan) said: “These
are initiatives that embody the 'multilevel governance' advocated in the '2023 U7 Mayors
Declaration', and we welcome the invitation of the U7 to the 'G7 Roundtable on
Subnational Climate Actions.' We believe that such an open dialogue and partnership will
contribute to furthering the fight against climate change, which is a key global challenge.
The U7 will continue to make further contributions to solving the global challenges

confronting the G7 countries.”

Representing the U7 Secretariat as Chair of the Global Parliament of Mayors, Mayor Peter
Kurz (Mannheim, Germany) said, “We applaud the G7 Ministers for Climate, Energy and
Environment’s recognition of the value of multi-level governance and welcome their
invitation for the U7 to join the G7 Roundtable on Subnational Climate Actions. Only
through open dialogue and decisive partnership like this can we jointly develop the

regulatory and financial framework conditions needed to accelerate decarbonization and
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reach our shared climate goals.”

Representing as Trustee to the U.S. Conference of Mayors and ICLEI President, Mayor Frank
Cownie, said: "The leadership shown by the G7 Ministers for Climate, Energy and
Environment amplifies a fact well understood by those who take climate change seriously:
A resilient, net-zero future will be achieved when cities, regions and nations work in full
cooperation to address the climate emergency. As President of ICLEI, and on behalf of the
U.S. Conference of Mayors, | commend the G7’s decision to bring local leaders to the table
as partners and, as | prepare to attend the United States Government's first Cities Summit
of the Americas next week, | am excited to see multilevel action in focus for all parts of the

world. ICLEI will support the Urban7 to make this engagement a success."
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About the Urban7: The Urban7 (U7) advocates for a continuous dialogue between the G7
nations and municipal actors represented by national associations and supported by
international city networks. It addresses the G7 Presidency and is moved forward by a
strong urban alliance. The U7 Group consists of Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM), Urban France, Association of German Cities (DST), National
Association of Italian Municipalities (ANCI), Japan Designated City Mayors'
Association (JDCMA), Core Cities UK, the United States Conference of Mayors (USCOM),
and Eurocities. ICLEI and Global Parliament of Mayors serve as the U7 Secretariat. United
Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) is a network partner. In 2023, the G7 Presidency is
held by Japan and thus the Japan Designated City Mayors’ Association (JDCMA) is fulfilling
that role in the U7 Group.

Read more about the G7 Ministers' Meeting on Climate, Energy and Environment in

Sapporo | Ministry of the Environment, Government of Japan

More information about the 2023 U7 Mayors Summit and Declaration
The U7 2022 Impact Report
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https://www.env.go.jp/en/earth/g7/2023_sapporo_emm/index.html
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Urban7 in the G7 process

Mayor Peter Kurz represented the Urban7 at the Meeting of G7 Ministers for Urban Development
on September 13, 2022, as one of only three participants (along with Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif,
Executive Director, UN-Habitat, and OECD Deputy Secretary-General Yoshiki Takeuchi) who was
not a representative of a G7 Member.

Unprecedented Recognition of “Cities” under the 2022 G7 German Presidency

G7 Heads of State Communiqué
"We acknowledge the significant role of cities, their associations, and networks as actors in our
ion towards

G7 Climate, Energy and i ini Ci
“the necessary transformation to net zero and climate resilience will be driven and implemented to
a large extent at local level.. We acknowledge the important role of cities, regions and local
governments in implementing a just climate and energy transition and in making the transition
socially acceptable in the context of local needs and environmental conditions”

G7D Ministers’ Cs
"The G7 ize the of cities in
as well as municipal, local and regional p
collaboration among them and the signil role of central in
initiatives. The G7 express this by ling effective multi-level i
knowledge sharing, and stronger financial and planning capacities at the local level."
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YANAGIMOTO Ackira, Parliamentary
Vice-Minister, Ministry of Environment

YAMADA Kenji, State Minister for
Foreign Affairs

FURUKAWA Yasushi, Parliamentary
Vice-Minister, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism

NAKANO Hideyuki, Parliamentar
Vice-Minister, Cabinet Office
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HISAMOTO Kiza,
Mayor of Kabe City: JOCMA Chair
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National City Networks:
Iﬁl Canada: Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)

l I France: France Urbaine (Urban France)

[} of German Cities)

J] [ !ielv: Associazione Nazionale Comuni Htaliani (ANCI, National Association
of Italian Municipalities)
@ Japan: Japan Designated City Mayors' Association (JDCMA)
== UK: Core Cities UK
7S
BE= |SA: The United States Conference of Mayors (USCOM)

B European Union: EUROCITIES
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Network Partner:
-~ 95_5__ United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)

U7 Secretariat:
ICLEl |CLE] - Local Governments for Sustainabilty (ICLEI)

£ i“;’c‘. Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM)
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Naomichi Suzuki, Governor of Hokkaido,

Katsuhiro Akimoto, Mayor of Sapporo
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